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advantage.1 This is, indeed, what happened in England
in the late nineteenth and in the twentieth century.
The cheapness of food made possible a big increase in
the standard of living of farm workers as well as of
industrial Since 1870 the real income of the country
has certainly increased far faster than the population,
while those remaining in farming are also better off
absolutely, though not relatively to others. Cheap
food was essential to this improvement.
Popular discussion is apt to seize on the decline in
the' farm population as a sign of modern decadence,
In the long run such a view is quite untenable from the
economic standpoint, since it is, on the contrary, an
indication of economic progress. The attitude probably
derives, to a large extent, from too close attention to
short-run considerations, to the exclusion of the less
easily understood long-run results. It -has, however,
also other, not wholly economic, bases. We shall return
to this point later, when we discuss State intervention
in agriculture.
1 See R. F. Harrod, International Economics, Ch. II,